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“Woof Justice”
 

In the winter of 1992 I moved from my home town  
of Halifax in West Yorkshire to live in the Eden  
Valley and took up a newly created position as an  
Assistant Solicitor  with Hough Halton & Soal in 
Abbey Street, Carlisle. The firm had no history of 
general Civil/Criminal Litigation and it was my 
brief to develop that area of work from scratch.

My first Cumbrian case
by Tony Butterworth Butterworths Solicitors

My first and only case for the first month could  
not have been more serious – my client, a  
lovely 80 year old grandmother, was facing the  
prospect of her faithful canine companion, Sam  
the Samoyed, facing the death penalty for having 
allegedly bitten a Carlisle police sergeant on the 
behind.

As it was my only case I had nothing else to do 
other than work on it and I became an expert 
on the law of dogs and on the qualities and  
characteristics of the Samoyed breed. Apart from 
being an incredibly beautiful white husky type  
dog a Samoyed held the world record for
the heaviest weighted sledge pull. 

EDITORIAL
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After two months of preparation the case went 
to trial at Carlisle Magistrates’ Court with the 
solicitor for the Crown Prosecutions Service  
expressing astonishment at the time and effort  
that had gone into preparation of the defence. 

Despite all of this my master stroke was to call  
Sam into the court room to lie faithfully at the 
feet of his silver haired owner. I knew I was on 
to a winner when the clerk to the justices uttered 
the immortal words ‘Oh, what a lovely dog’ as Sam 
entered the court room.

After a hard-fought battle I am pleased to say  
that Sam was found not guilty and that although 
Sam may have bitten the police officer the court 
felt that he had startled Sam and was therefore  
the author of his own misfortune. 

The following day a picture of a smiling client and  
Sam appeared on the front page of the News & 
Star under the headline: “Woof Justice”.

I am pleased to say that the case was the first of 
many battles in Cumbrian courtrooms and that 
shortly after the case I established my own law 
firm Butterworths, which now employs over one  
hundred people spread over six offices in Cumbria 
and the North of England. 

It gave me great pleasure recently to be asked 
to contribute to ‘Real Deal Me’ by Angelique  
Sansome, who in fact is the granddaughter 
of that little grandmother.

EDITORIAL

THE HARD-WORKING LAW FIRM 
FOR FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES

Tony Butterworth
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